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	NAME OF INSTITUTION Acquires Online Collection of British Newspapers Spanning 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries 

British Newspapers 1600-1900 Collection Contains Nearly 3 Million Newspaper Pages

	


CITY, State, Month XX, 2007 – Name of Institution recently acquired two collections of British newspapers unparalleled in depth and scope -- 17th and 18 th Century Burney Collection Newspapers and British Newspapers 1600-1900.  Combined these online resources contain nearly 3 million newspaper pages and 40 million articles, and span 300 years of newspaper publishing in the United Kingdom.
The rise of newspapers in Britain was a phenomenon which characterized a new age.  The newspaper became a medium for information required by the commercially minded societies of major cities and regional centers.  Taken as a whole, the huge production of newspapers in Britain provides an enormous resource for research for all of the United Kingdom, both urban and rural.  Newspapers provide wealth of information about cultural trends, political currents, economic developments and social issues of the day, and take research to a new level.  
British Newspapers 1600-1900 uses new conservation and imaging techniques and a new platform endorsed by the British Library to bring this historical archive to life.  Not only is this database cross-searchable with some of the library’s other electronic holdings, it includes essays and contextual material written by scholars and provides global coverage.  The collection is comprised of two separate databases:
17th- and 18 th Century Burney Collection Newspapers 
The newspapers and news pamphlets gathered by the Reverend Charles Burney (1757-1817) represent the largest single collection of 17th and 18 th century English news media available from the British Library.  The approximately 1200 physical volumes of newspapers and news pamphlets were published primarily in London; however there also are some English provincial, Irish and Scottish papers, and examples from the American colonies.  

The original Burney volumes are in fragile condition and have been restricted from ordinary reading room use.  Until now, the only access has been through microfilm.  The present online collection will put these early newspapers into the hands of scholars and researchers, opening up new areas of study in English history as well as in many other areas.  The collection totals approximately 1 million pages and contains approximately 1,270 titles.
A sample list of newspapers available through 17th and 18th Century Burney Collection Newspapers includes:

	Oracle
	True Briton
	Dublin Mercury
	Athenian Gazette or Casuistical Mercury

	Post Boy

	Mercurius Politicus Comprising the Summ of All Intelligence

	Spectator
	Grub Street Journal
	Daily Courant
	Morning Post

	Daily Gazetteer
	London Gazette
	Perfect Diurnall of Some Passages in Parliament

	New England Courant
	Weekely Newes from Italy


British Newspapers 1600-1900
This online resource provides the most comprehensive range of national and regional newspapers in Victorian Britain ever made available in a digital collection.  It includes 48 national, regional and rural daily and weekly publications originating in England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales.  The included papers were carefully selected by an editorial board from the British Library based on importance, range and variety.  This selection provides a broad yet thorough view of British life in the 19th century – from business to sport, from politics to entertainment.  A number of newspapers found in this collection are highly illustrated, with examples of early photography.  

A sample list of newspapers available through British Newspapers 1600-1900 includes:

	Birmingham Daily Post


	Leeds Mercury


	The Exeter Flying Post


	The Birmingham Daily Post


	Liverpool Mercury


	Freeman’s Journal



	The Era


	The Chartist


	Cobbett's Political Register


	Pall Mall Illustrated Police News


	The Graphic


	The Belfast News-Letter



	Caledonian Mercury


	Aberdeen Journal


	Glasgow Herald


	Goleuad


	Western Mail


	


 “British Newspapers 1600-1900 is an essential research tool for the study of British history and culture at crucial periods in the nation’s development as a world power,” said Name, Title.  “The collections support our students’ and faculty’s study of colonial history, world history, genealogical research, politics, urban studies and media.”
For more information, contact Name at phone number or e-mail address.  
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