
Imagine studying Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird” 
without discussing the critical role racism plays in that 
novel. Picture an examination of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
“The Great Gatsby” that does not address class conflict. 
Many of the world’s most-studied works of literature 
are deeply entwined with a significant social issue, 
and viewing such works through the lens of that issue 
enriches and broadens a reader’s understanding.  
To help students navigate the intersection between 
literature and sociology, Greenhaven Press introduces 
Social Issues in Literature, a vibrant series that supports 
cross-curricular studies of the world’s enduring  
literary masterworks.

Representing a variety of perspectives, each book in 
the series addresses the role a given social issue plays 
in an author’s major work or body of work. The three-
chapter format begins with biographical and critical 
information about the author, providing a broad  
overview of the author’s influences, life experiences, 
and literary career. Critical perspectives follow, 
offering a multi-faceted analysis of the relationship 
between the work and the social issue it explores.  
The final chapter examines the social issue from a  
contemporary perspective, assessing its significance  
in society today. Each book also includes:

n	 A timeline of the author’s life
n	 “Further Reading” section that suggests other 

works on the social issue
n	 Bibliography of books, periodicals, and websites 

on the social issue
n	 Thorough subject index

Perfect for high-school students, future volumes in the 
series will explore alcoholism (Tennessee Williams), 
censorship (Ray Bradbury), civil rights (James Baldwin, 
Frederick Douglass), class conflict (Jane Austen, 
Charles Dickens, E. Annie Proulx), death (Emily 
Dickinson, Ernest Hemingway), violence (William 
Faulkner, Joseph Heller), domestic violence (Alice 
Walker, Anne Tyler), the environment (Rachel Carson, 
Kurt Vonnegut), homosexuality (James Baldwin,  
Walt Whitman), depression (Sylvia Plath, J.D. Salinger) 
and many other issues.
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Titles in Social Issues in Literature include:

NEW  Bioethics in Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein
1st Ed. Oct 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5012-6.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5013-3.

coming soon  Censorship in 
Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451
1st Ed. Ready Feb 2011.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5288-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5289-2.

NEW  Freedom of Thought in 
Jerome Lawrence and Robert Edwin Lee’s  
Inherit the Wind
1st Ed. Sep 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5014-0.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5015-7.

NEW  Gender in Lorraine Hansberry’s 
A Raisin in the Sun
1st Ed. Nov 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5022-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5023-2.

NEW  Mental Illness in Ken Kesey’s 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
1st Ed. Aug 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5018-8.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5019-5.

NEW  Politics in George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm
1st Ed. Oct 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5020-1.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5021-8.

NEW  Social and Psychological Disorder 
in the Works of Edgar Allan Poe 
1st Ed. Aug 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5016-4.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5017-1.

coming soon  Tyranny in William 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar
1st Ed. Ready Jan 2011.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5262-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5263-2.

coming soon  War in John Knowles’ 
A Separate Peace
1st Ed. Ready Jan 2011.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5268-7.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5269-4.

coming soon  Women’s Issues in 
Alice Walker’s The Color Purple
1st Ed. Ready Jan 2011.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-5270-0.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-5271-7.

Abuse of Power in George Orwell’s  
Nineteen Eighty-four
1st Ed. 2010. 
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4805-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4806-2.

The American Dream in John Steinbeck’s  
Of Mice and Men
1st Ed. 2010. 
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4848-2.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4849-9.

Bioethics in Aldous Huxley’s  
Brave New World
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4807-9.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4808-6.

Civil Rights in Richard Wright’s Native Son
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4392-0.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4391-3.

Class Conflict in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s  
The Great Gatsby
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-3899-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-3903-9.

Colonialism in Chinua Achebe’s  
Things Fall Apart
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4650-1.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4651-8.

Coming of Age in William Shakespeare’s  
Romeo and Juliet
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4614-3.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4615-0.

Corruption in William Shakespeare’s  
Hamlet
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4809-3.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4810-9.

Depression in J. D. Salinger’s  
The Catcher in the Rye
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4256-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4257-2.

The Environment in Henry David  
Thoreau’s Walden
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4654-9.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4655-6.

Genocide in Elie Wiesel’s Night
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4394-4.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4393-7.

Industrialism in John Steinbeck’s  
The Grapes of Wrath
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4034-9.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4035-6.

Issues of Class in Jane Austen’s  
Pride and Prejudice
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4258-9.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4259-6.

Justice in Arthur Miller’s The Crucible
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4390-6.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4389-0.

Male/Female Roles in Ernest Hemingway’s  
The Sun Also Rises
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4020-2.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4021-9.

Patriarchy in Sandra Cisneros’s  
The House on Mango Street
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4800-0.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4801-7.

Peer Pressure in Robert Cormier’s  
The Chocolate War
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4620-4.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4621-1.

Political Issues in J. K. Rowling’s  
Harry Potter Series
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4022-6.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4023-3.

Power in William Shakespeare’s Macbeth
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4398-2.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4397-5.

Race in Mark Twain’s Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4616-7.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4617-4.

Race Relations in Alan Paton’s  
Cry the Beloved Country
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4396-8.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4395-1.

Racism in Harper Lee’s To  
Kill a Mockingbird
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-3900-8.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-3904-6.

Racism in Maya Angelou’s  
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-3901-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-3905-3.

Racism in The Autobiography  
of Malcolm X
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4260-2.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4261-9.

Suicide in Arthur Miller’s  
Death of a Salesman
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4018-9.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4019-6.

Violence in William Golding’s  
Lord of the Flies
1st Ed. 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4618-1.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4619-8.

War in Joseph Heller’s Catch-22
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4400-2.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4399-9.

War in Stephen Crane’s  
The Red Badge of Courage
1st Ed. 2010. Ready Mar 2010.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4850-5.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4851-2.

Women’s Issues in Amy Tan’s  
The Joy Luck Club
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-3898-8.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-3902-2.

Women’s Issues in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s  
The Scarlett Letter
1st Ed. 2009.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4262-6.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4263-3.

Worker’s Rights in Upton Sinclair’s  
The Jungle
1st Ed. 2008.
Lib. ISBN: 978-0-7377-4066-0.
PB ISBN: 978-0-7377-4067-7.


